ordination and installation of deacons and elders

Sermon, then

hymn, psalm, or spiritual

ordination and installation

The moderator or minister addresses all present:

sentences of scripture

There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them.  1 Cor. 12:4-7, 27  

There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served.

God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God's purpose that is accomplished.

To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good.

Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it.

statement on ordination and installation

The following or a similar interpretation of ordination and/or installation shall be given.

We are all called into the church of Jesus Christ by baptism, and marked as Christ's own by the Holy Spirit. This is our common calling, to be disciples and servants of our servant Lord. Within the community of the church, some are called to particular service as deacons, as elders, and as ministers of the Word and Sacrament.  Ordination is Christ's gift to the church, assuring that his  ministry continues among us, providing for ministries of caring and compassion in the world, ordering the governance of the church, and preaching the Word and administering the sacraments. 

The clerk of session continues:

Representing the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, the session of N. Church now ordains N. and N. to the office of deacon, and N. and N. to the office of elder, and installs them to active service on their respective boards.

The session also installs to active service those who have been previously ordained: deacons N. and N. and elders N. and N.

reaffirmation of the baptismal covenant

The congregation may stand.

Those who are to be ordained and/or installed gather at the baptismal font or pool, which shall be filled with water.

The minister continues:

Ordination calls the whole church to renewed commitment, and reminds us all to bear gladly the yoke of Christ given in the covenant of baptism.  Let us, therefore, reaffirm our baptismal vows, renouncing all that opposes God and God's rule and affirming the faith of the holy catholic church. 

renunciations

The minister addresses all present:

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world?

I do.

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in his grace and love?

I do.

Will you be Christ's faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?

I will, with God's help.

profession

The minister continues:

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

thanksgiving for baptism

Water is poured visibly and audibly into the font or pool. The following prayer is then led by the minister:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eternal and gracious God, we give you thanks.  In countless ways you have revealed yourself in ages past, and have blessed us with signs of your grace.  We praise you that through the waters of the sea you led your people Israel out of bondage, into freedom in the land of your promise.  We praise you for sending Jesus your Son, who for us was baptized in the waters of the Jordan, and was anointed as the Christ by your Holy Spirit. Through the baptism of his death and resurrection you set us free from the bondage of sin and death, and give us cleansing and rebirth. We praise you that in baptism you give us your Holy Spirit, who teaches us and leads us into all truth, filling us with a variety of gifts, that we might proclaim the gospel to all nations and serve you as a royal priesthood.  We rejoice that you claimed us in our baptism, and that by your grace we are born anew. By your Holy Spirit renew us, that we may be empowered to do your will and continue forever in the risen life of Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor,  now and forever.

Amen.

The minister may place his or her hand into the water of the font or pool, lift up some water, let it fall back into the font or pool, and then make the sign of the cross over the people while saying:

Remember your baptism and be thankful.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Anointing

The minister may anoint the candidates, making the sign of the cross on the forehead with oil and saying:

N., child of the covenant, I sign you with the cross that you may remember your baptism and be thankful.                                                  

The candidates respond: 

Thanks be to God.

The congregation may sit.

constitutional questions

Those who are to be ordained and/or installed move to  the front of the place of worship to answer the questions required by the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

The moderator or minister addresses the candidates:

Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

I do.

Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God's Word to you?

I do.

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?

I do and I will.

Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions?

I will.

Will you be governed by our church's polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God's Word and Spirit?

I will.

Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? 

I will.

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?

I do.

Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love?

I will.

To deacons:

Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the people's help to the friendless and those in need? In your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

I will.

To elders:

Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in  government and discipline, serving in governing bodies of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

I will.

An elder addresses members of the congregation:

Do we, the members of the church, accept N. and N. as deacons and elders, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?

The people respond:

 We do.

Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ who alone is Head of the Church?

We do.

prayer of ordination

Those who are to be ordained kneel, facing the congregation. Ministers of the Word and Sacrament and elders stand behind the candidates.

One of the following prayers is then said by the moderator or minister:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eternal God, we give you thanks for your steadfast faithfulness to us.  In every age you have called forth leaders to serve you and equipped them with your gifts. Among your people Israel, you anointed prophets, priests, and rulers. You called pastors and teachers, bishops, elders, and deacons to build up your church.  With Moses, the seventy elders bore the burdens of your people, ministering in the power of your Spirit.  Alongside the apostles, deacons cared for all in need and guarded the community's peace. In the church, deacons, elders, and pastors serve together, so that your whole people might be equipped for ministry, and built up into the full unity of Christ.  For your servants in every age, O God, and for the church of Jesus Christ, we give you all thanks and praise.

prayer for deacons

Those gathered around candidates for the office of deacon lay hands on them.

God of grace, pour out your Holy Spirit on N. and N., that they may be faithful deacons in the church.  Give them openness to the Holy Spirit's leading that they may see and serve wherever there is need. Train them in the school of prayer that they may express the compassion of Christ for the poor and the friendless, the sick, the grieving, and the troubled.  Equip them with courage to bear the gospel into the halls of power, and to communicate your presence and might among those who are powerless.  In everything, give them the mind of Christ, who did not grasp at greatness but emptied himself, to become a servant of your reign.  Give them joy in their walk of faith and a sure sense of your abiding presence for their work of ministry.  

prayer for elders

Those gathered around candidates for the office of elder lay hands on them.

God of grace, pour out your Holy Spirit on N. and N., that they may be your faithful elders in the church.  Give them prudence and sound judgment, wisdom and courage to order the life of the church in obedience to your Word.  Nourish them in the life of the Holy Spirit, that they may exercise the ministry of discipline with humility and compassion.  Guide them in governance, on this session and in every court of the church, that they may be servant leaders following Christ who came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life to set others free.  Give them joy in their walk of faith and a sure sense of your abiding presence for their work of ministry.

The laying on of hands is concluded. 

The moderator continues:    

Gracious God, through the waters of baptism, you have claimed us as your own and called us to share in Christ's ministry.  Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, that we may discern the gifts you have given, calling them forth from one another, and together use these gifts for the good of all.  In obedience to Christ, and in the unity of his Spirit, may we proclaim good news, make disciples, be light and leaven, share our bread, offer a cup of cold water, wash one another's feet.  Make us strong in Christ to live as your people and show forth your saving love in the world, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.

B

The Lord be with you.

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Gracious and eternal God, with joy we give you all thanks and praise.  Throughout the ages you have been faithful to your covenant people whom you have called out of bondage and redeemed to be your own.  In every time and place you have chosen servants from among your people to point the way to salvation.  We are grateful for ancestors in the faith who followed without fear, placing their trust in you alone.  We give you thanks for judges and monarchs who ruled in righteousness and peace.  We praise you for prophets and apostles who spoke your bold words of mercy and of truth.  We thank you for men and women in every age who have nurtured your people in faith and faithfulness.  Above all we praise you for Jesus Christ, who came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life to set others free.  Anointed by your Holy Spirit, he proclaimed your reign on earth, revealing your saving love in all he said and did.

Those gathered around the candidates lay hands on them. All present may pray together:

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your servants whom you called through baptism as your own and marked as your own. Grant them the same mind that was in Christ Jesus.  Give them a spirit of truthfulness that they may show the compassion of Christ in the actions of daily living and rightly govern your people.  Give them the gifts of your Holy Spirit to build up the church, to strengthen the common life of your people, and to lead with compassion and vision.  In the walk of faith and for the work of ministry, give to your servants, gladness and strength, discipline and hope, humility, humor, and courage, and an abiding sense of your presence.

The laying on of hands is concluded. 

The clerk of session continues:

Gracious God, pour out your Spirit of power and truth upon the whole church that we may be for you a holy people, baptized to serve you in the world.  Sustain this congregation in ministry.  Ground us in the gospel, secure our hope in Christ, strengthen our service to the outcast, and increase our love for one another.  Show us the transforming power of your grace in our life together,

that we may be servants of the gospel, offering a compelling witness in the world to the good news of Christ Jesus our Lord.

Amen. 

declaration of ordination (and installation)

The moderator addresses those who are newly ordained and installed:

N. and N., you are now deacons and elders in the church of Jesus Christ and for this congregation.  Be faithful and true in your  ministry so that your whole life will bear witness to the crucified and risen Christ.  

welcome

Ministers and elders greet those who are newly ordained and installed.

Charge

The newly ordained and installed elders and deacons remain standing.

One or more of the following texts may be used.

A    1 Peter 4:7-11

The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your prayers. Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.

B    2 Tim. 2:15

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly ex​plaining the word of truth.  

C  Matt. 9:35-38 

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." 

D  Matt. 11:28-30 

"Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."  

E     Heb. 12:1-4, 12-14

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart....  Lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may  not be put out of joint, but rather be healed. Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which one will see the Lord.

presentation of symbols of ministry

Symbols appropriate to the ministry of deacons and elders may be presented.

Service continues with Communion or hymn & Charge/Blessing.

